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Smart Growth BC

Founded in 1999, Smart Growth BC is a 
charitable non-profit organization with a 
mandate to create more livable 
communities in British Columbia.

Through…
• Research
• Policy Alternatives
• Community 

Engagement
• Implementation
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10 Smart Growth Principles
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Greenbelt Definitions

“A belt of recreational parks, farmland, or 
uncultivated land surrounding a community.” -
Sustainable Management Approaches and 
Revitalization Tools 

“A protected living system of landscapes that serve “A protected living system of landscapes that serve 
the residents, businesses, visitors, and future 
generations of the region by preserving and 
improving the health and quality of life for all.” -
Charleston County Comprehensive Greenbelt 
Plan

“A belt of parkways, parks, or farmlands that 
encircles a community.” – Merriam Webster 
Dictionary 
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Sea-to-Sky Context

District of Squamish (Draft OCP 2007):
• Encourage infill development before greenfield expansion.
• Land use designations:  Parks and Ecological Reserves, 

Open Space and Greenway Corridors, Institutional, and Mixed 
Use Commercial. 

• Encourage the development of recreational greenways to 
connect neighbourhoods.connect neighbourhoods.

Resort Municipality of Whistler (Protected Areas Ne twork 
2007):

Each ecosystem is classified within three overarching levels of 
protection : 

• PAN 1: Protection. No development, only ecological 
restoration and enhancement or that no impact. 

• PAN 2: Conservation. Can be balanced with well-planned 
development and appropriate uses/activities. 

• PAN 3: Review Areas. Areas that are already significantly 
altered, and therefore targeted for development and other 
intensive uses and activities. 
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• 22 regional parks = 11,400 ha and attracts 6 million 
visitorsD
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Partners and Funders

Partners:
Funders:



Questions?

Resources:
www.smartgrowth.bc.ca
www.greenbelt.bc.ca

Contact:
Ione Smith

ione@smartgrowth.bc.cawww.greenbelt.bc.ca
FAQs
Case studies
E-newsletters
Listserv

ione@smartgrowth.bc.ca
604-915-5234

314-402 W Pender
Vancouver 
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