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SMART GROWTH BC’S  
NEW STRATEGIC 
DIRECTION

On June 5, 2009, four months 
after the appointment of 
Executive Director Cam Brewer, 
Smart Growth BC announced a 
new strategic direction aimed 
at accelerating implementation 
of smart growth in BC and 
deepening the impact of its 
work.  The strategic direction 
supports the development of 
three integrated programs:
  

Invitation (citizen engage-• 
ment activities resulting in a 
Smart Growth Charter); 

Inspiration (communica-• 
tions and advocacy); and 

Innovation (research and • 
tool development).

“The central component of our 
strategic direction is an
Invitation for the broadest 
possible spectrum of community 
voices to engage at the land-
use decision-making table,” 

says Executive Director Cam 
Brewer.  “We are already a 
leader in public engagement, 
and our new direction will see us 
employing significant resources 
in the critical role of ensuring 
full citizen engagement with 
community land-use decisions.”

Smart Growth BC’s strategic 
direction has been crafted 
to ensure that community 
engagement will lead to a 
tangible, lasting outcome in 
the form of a Smart Growth 
Charter. The strategic direction 
also includes a research-focused 
Innovation program that will 
continue Smart Growth BC’s 
tradition of offering practical 
tools for implementing smart 
growth, as well as an Inspiration 
program crafted to share stories 
of smart growth strategies and 
successes.  Smart Growth BC will 
also engage in complementary 
government relations activities 
designed to enhance the 
legislative and policy space for 
smart growth in BC.

	 (continued on p.10)
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Message from the 
Executive Director

When I was invited to join the 
Smart Growth BC team, my 
enthusiasm to do so sprang 
from an awareness of its 
outstanding achievements over 
the last decade.  Staff and Board 
members have partnered with 
peer organizations, researchers, 
land use professionals, funders, 
industry champions, government 
officials, and countless individual 
citizens to ensure that smart 
growth has a presence in 
communities throughout the 
province.  

What impressed me most 
was that by engaging through 
a smart growth lens, Smart 

Growth BC offers options instead 
of inflexible prescriptions.  
Presenting questions, tools and 
processes enables communities 
to devise solutions that meet 
their own specific and diverse 
needs. In this way, the team has 
been able to successfully work 
across a broad range of settings, 
from the District of Elkford with 
a population of less than 3,000, 
to the City of Vancouver with a 
population of over half a million.

As I learned more about the 
organization’s accomplishments 
in 2008, I understood why Smart 
Growth BC’s website attracts 
up to 10,000 monthly visitors in 
search of tools, guidance, and 
inspiration.  I also understood 
why Smart Growth BC is called 

upon as a trusted guide in the 
journey towards sustainability.  
In this report we provide a 
glimpse into some of the ways 
that Smart Growth BC has 
assisted in this journey.

			   >>

message from the 
President

During the Smart Growth on the 
Ground learning event in Prince 
George on a cold November 
evening, I watched as Program 
Manager Shana Johnstone 
quickly rallied the local 
community leaders and many 
residents who had gathered in 
the room. She didn’t need to 
spend a lot of time justifying why 
we were there.
 
It was obvious to me that Smart 
Growth BC has become the 
trusted guide in the journey 
towards sustainability. People 
recognize Smart Growth BC’s  
credentials. We have earned 
them over the last decade, 
beating the drum and 
researching the evidence when  
few others cared. Over the 
years, we have become uniquely 
positioned as the leading NGO  
in Canada working at the 
intersection of human 
settlement and sustainability.

	 (continued on p.10)

 

“...Smart Growth BC has 
become the trusted guide 

in the journey towards 
sustainability.”
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Smart Growth on the Ground–
Prince George was launched in 
July 2008 with a public forum.  
Over 140 people brought forth 
their hopes and concerns 
for downtown by mapping 
the places that make their 
neighbourhood special—shops, 
viewpoints, parks and public 
venues—and by discussing 
the many issues challenging 
the community. The forum 
also included a community 
fair, where local organizations 
and provincial government 
representatives offered 
resources and information 
aligning with Smart Growth on 
the Ground’s Guiding Principles. 

In November 2008, we 
galvanized further support 
for this initiative by hosting 
a learning event to address 
the topics of climate change 
and housing, and a priority-
setting workshop to guide 
the community toward its 
desired future for downtown 

Prince George. The events 
brought together leading 
researchers from the University 
of Northern BC, University of 
British Columbia, and Natural 
Resources Canada, as well as 
additional expert speakers, 
student volunteers, and 175 
community participants. These 
events laid the groundwork for 
further workshops, a successful 
design charrette in 2009, and a 
sustainable vision for downtown 
Prince George for the year 2035. 
 
Smart Growth on the Ground is 
a partnership between Smart 
Growth BC, the Design Centre 
for Sustainability at UBC, and the 
Real Estate Institute of BC.

“It is nice to be involved in 
something that is important 

and directly relevant to all 
of  us.”  

Smart Growth on the Ground  
workshop participant

“Because Squamish is a 
smart growth community, 

people started coming to us 
with buckets of  money.”  

Cameron Chalmers, Planning Director, 
District of  Squamish

Guiding Principles

1   Each community is complete.
2   Options to the car are         
      emphasized.
3   Work in harmony with   
      natural systems.
4   Buildings and infrastructure  
      are greener, smarter, and  
      cheaper.
5   Housing serves many needs.
6   Jobs are close to home.
7   The spirit of each community  
      is honoured.
8   Everyone has a voice.
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Initiative

In 2008, Smart Growth BC 
collaborated with over a dozen 
organizations—including the 
BC Healthy Built Environment 
Alliance, the Built Environment 
and Active Transportation 
initiative and the BC Ministry 
of Healthy Living and Sport—in 
forging land-use-based solutions 
to address the rising tide of 
chronic disease. 

Bobbe Wood, President and 
CEO of the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation of BC and Yukon, 
asserts the importance of 
well-designed communities: 
“Promoting healthy living 
through education and social 
marketing is a key priority. 
However, this vital work is 
often undermined by physical 
environments that make healthy 
choices difficult. We need to 
encourage land-use planners 
and local governments to design 
communities that make healthy 
choices easy choices. This will 
be a key tactic in the overall 

strategy of reversing Canada’s 
alarming chronic disease 
burden.”

In 2009, SGBC’s work will result 
in the release of new research 
on the linkages between health 
and neighbourhood design, as 
well as tools and strategies to 
assist local governments and 
their stakeholders in building 
communities that make “healthy 
choices easy choices.” 

Sea-to-Sky Greenbelt 

After months of mapping and 
consulting with stakeholders, 
Smart Growth BC unveiled 
the potential boundary for 
the Sea-to-Sky Greenbelt. The 
conservation corridor was
designed to help connect and 
protect green spaces from West 
Vancouver through Pemberton. 
It is envisioned as a world-
renowned example of what can 
be accomplished by respecting 
our natural resources while 
enhancing community livability. 
The initial round of Sea‐to‐Sky 
Greenbelt maps includes areas 
already designated as park, 
conservation, riparian, or other 
protected areas in existing 
land use plans, and takes the 

additional step of identifying 
unprotected green space outside 
of settlement areas that may be 
added in the future. The next 
phase in the Greenbelt project is 
to work with the 2010 Olympics 
hosts and First Nations on 
furthering the greenbelt project.

“We need to encourage 
land-use planners and 

local governments to design 
communities that make

healthy choices easy choices. 
This will be a key tactic 
in the overall strategy of  

reversing Canada’s
alarming chronic disease 

burden.” 

Bobbe Wood, President & CEO,  
Heart and Stroke Foundation  

of  BC & Yukon
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2008 provided an opportunity 
for our Advisory Services team 
to take on a number of new 
projects, each of which offered 
an increased level of challenge 
and complexity. Key highlights 
include:

YouMap Vancouver 

Smart Growth BC partnered with 
the Vancouver City Planning 
Commission to organize two 
separate neighbourhood festivals 
in the Grandview Woodland and 
Douglas Park neighbourhoods, 
each coupled with an innovative 
online mapping tool. Over 
150 residents identified 
characteristics that make their 
communities great places to live, 
work and play.
 
District of Elkford’s 
Integrated OCP and 
Climate Change 
Adaptation Strategy  

We worked with industry 
champions, local residents 
and a mosaic of community 
groups to write an Official 
Community Plan (OCP) and 
Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategy (CCAS) that will provide 

direction for the District for 
the next 15 to 20 years. The 
document will integrate 26 CCAS 
recommendations for adapting 
to risks posed by fire, flooding 
and other potential climate 
change effects, following smart 
growth principles to ensure 
that “‘wilderness’ remains core 
to what the community is and 
wants to be.”

 

YouMAP Vancouver

 

W H AT  M A K E S  Y O U R  N E I G H B O U R H O O D  G R E AT ?

The Vancouver City Planning Commission, 
in partnership with Smart Growth BC, is 
embarking on an innovative approach to 
mapping community assets or  ‘amenities.’ 
Our approach is grounded in the need to 
e�ectively address community concerns 
around managing change in the City of 
Vancouver.  

www. youmapvan couve r. c a

Conference and 
Smarty Awards

Smart Growth BC’s fifth annual 
conference, Making Smart 
Growth Happen: From Policy to 
Practice, was a great success, 
attracting over 250 attendees 
from local, provincial and federal 
governments, developers, 
planners, design professionals, 
builders, NGOs and a wide range 
of community organizations. 
This conference solidified Smart 
Growth BC’s reputation as a 
leader in advocating, educating 
and implementing policies, plans 
and programs for complete 
communities in BC. The 2008 
Conference was also the forum 
for the 3rd Annual Smart Growth 

Smarty Awards. The winners 
were:

Project Award for the “large • 
communities” category: 
Newport Village, Bosa 
Development Corporation 
and Appia Development

Project Award for the “small • 
communities” category: 
Beaver Flats Employee 
Housing Building, Whistler 
Housing Authority

People Award for the “large • 
communities” category: 
Deborah Curran, Principal, 
Deborah Curran & Co.

People Award for the “small • 
communities” category: 
Whistler2020 Community 
Task Forces

“This pilot initiative 
is aimed at allowing 

citizens to define at the 
neighbourhood level what 
makes Vancouver special, 

so that we can plan and 
manage change in a way 
that values and builds on 

the strengths of  Vancouver’s 
neighbourhoods.”  

Alan Boniface, Chair,  
Vancouver City Planning Commission
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Community 
Assistance Program 
and Government 
Relations

Our staff and Board went the 
extra mile to assist British 
Columbians in promoting 
land use decisions that create 
more livable communities. We 
provided over 500 hours of 
free consulting to people and 
organizations throughout BC, 
and delivered 40 presentations 
to various levels of governments, 
community groups, academic 
institutions and professional 
organizations. 

In May 2008, Smart Growth BC 
was pleased to see the Provincial 

Legislative Assembly pass Bill 
27, the new Local Government 
(Green Communities) Statutes 
Amendment Act. Bill 27 makes a 
number of provisions poised to 
support smart growth. In a letter 
to the Minister of Community 
Services, Smart Growth BC’s 
Executive Director through 2008, 
Cheeying Ho, wrote: 

“[Bill 27] is an excellent step 
towards climate protection, 
and many of the tools will assist 
local governments in addressing 
energy and greenhouse gas 
emissions. We are particularly 
pleased that the Bill has 
addressed a number of the 
issues we have raised in previous 
correspondence with the 
Province.”

Voter Education 
Campaign

For our third Voter Education 
Campaign, Smart Growth BC 
produced a new edition of the 
Guide to Election Issues. We 
joined forces with 22 groups to 
distribute 100,000 copies of the 
Guide through neighbourhood 
networks, local newspapers 
and all-candidates events 
throughout BC in advance of the 
November municipal election.  
Smart Growth BC also co-hosted 
three events, which altogether 
attracted 230 participants: 

An all-candidates World • 
Café dialogue in Coquitlam, 
in partnership with the 
Coquitlam Civic League, the 
Canadian Cancer Society and 
Simon Fraser University’s 
Semester in Dialogue.

An all-candidates forum in • 
Langley Township, in partner-
ship with South Fraser on 
Trax.

An all-candidates forum • 
in Surrey, in partnership 
with Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University.

SGBC provided over 500 
hours of  free consulting to 
people and organizations 
throughout BC.
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The single most 
important issue that 

affects our health, our 
water quality, our air quality, 

our commute and our wallets is  

                       land use. 

This is the way we plan and 
develop our land.  Local 
governments make land 

use decisions.      

Find out how to  
vote for SMART 
land use (inside) >>

There’s a smarter way to 

   vote
3

Voting Day 
 is November 15, 2008

Smart Growth BC    POCKET GUIDE to election issues
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Slowing Down: 
Vancouver, BC, and Smart 
Growth 

Produced in collaboration 
with Sightline Institute, this 
study maps population density 
trends throughout the Greater 
Vancouver area, using data from 
the last four Canadian censuses. 
“This report demonstrates 
the urgency of ‘reconnecting 
the dots’ by ensuring that 
local planning decisions and 
transportation planning and 
investment work together 
through regional growth 
strategies to achieve our goals 
of greenhouse gas reduction, 
livability, and sustainability,” said 
Ken Cameron, Chief Executive 
Officer and Registrar of the 
Homeowner Protection Office 
and former manager of planning 
at Metro Vancouver.

Creating Market and 
Non-Market Affordable 
Housing: A Smart 
Growth Toolkit for BC 
Municipalities

The first of its kind in British 
Columbia, this publication 
demonstrates how local 
governments are adapting 
affordable housing strategies 
to fit their unique needs, and 
addresses the gap between 
market rate and social housing. 
It provides detailed explanations 
of eight tools and strategies, 
from inclusionary zoning to land 
banking, and highlights examples 
of best practices across BC.

Innovative 
Infrastructure Financing 
Mechanisms for Smart 
Growth 

According to the Urban Land 
Institute and Ernst & Young 
(2007), Canada forecasts a 
need for $300 billion in new 
infrastructure investment 
through 2025. How can we help 
BC communities meet many 
looming fiscal challenges while 
promoting smart growth? This 
report answers this question 
by examining a wide variety of 
financing tools that raise funds 
for public infrastructure while 
promoting cost efficient, socially 
responsible and environmentally 
sound development.

Research

In partnership with researchers, 
private consultants and peer 
organizations, we released three 
publications in 2008. 

In 2008, Smart Growth
BC’s online publications 
received over 23,000 hits. 

Voter Education 
Campaign

For our third Voter Education 
Campaign, Smart Growth BC 
produced a new edition of the 
Guide to Election Issues. We 
joined forces with 22 groups to 
distribute 100,000 copies of the 
Guide through neighbourhood 
networks, local newspapers 
and all-candidates events 
throughout BC in advance of the 
November municipal election.  
Smart Growth BC also co-hosted 
three events, which altogether 
attracted 230 participants: 

An all-candidates World • 
Café dialogue in Coquitlam, 
in partnership with the 
Coquitlam Civic League, the 
Canadian Cancer Society and 
Simon Fraser University’s 
Semester in Dialogue.

An all-candidates forum in • 
Langley Township, in partner-
ship with South Fraser on 
Trax.

An all-candidates forum • 
in Surrey, in partnership 
with Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University.

314-402 West Pender Street
Vancouver, British Columbia V6B 1T6

T 604.915.5234 F 604.915.5236
www.smartgrowth.bc.ca

Creating Market and Non-Market 

Affordable Housing 
A Smart Growth Toolkit for BC Municipalities

Prepared By: 
Deborah Curran, Deborah Curran & Company 

Tim Wake, Affordable Housing Consultant
March 2008
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Smart Growth BC greatly 
appreciates the support of the 
following funders and donors 
this year:

BC Hydro
BC Recreation and Parks Association
City of Prince George
Coast Capital Savings Credit Union
Columbia Institute
Cull Family Fund of the Vancity  
  Community Foundation
Endswell Fund of Tides Canada     
  Foundation
Enterprising Non-Profits
Heart & Stroke Foundation of BC &  
  Yukon
Joel and Dana Solomon Fund of  
  Tides Canada Foundation
Living Rivers Trust Fund of the Pacific  
  Salmon Foundation & Fraser Basin  
  Council
Mountain Equipment Co-operative
Prince George Community  
  Foundation
Province of British Columbia  
  Housing Endowment Fund
Province of British Columbia  
  Ministry of Environment
Province of British Columbia  
  Ministry of Tourism, Culture and    
  the Arts, Heritage Branch
Provincial Health Services Authority
R. Howard Webster Foundation
Real Estate Foundation of BC
Tides Canada Foundation
Underdog Foundation
Vancity Savings Credit Union
Vancouver Coastal Health Authority
Vancouver Foundation

1,000 FRIENDS OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Smart Growth BC depends 
on donations from generous 
individuals, municipalities 
and businesses to provide 
vital funding for the programs 
and services that support our 
mission to create more livable 
communities in the province. 
Our “Friends of BC” offer 
monthly or annual donations 
that help us carry out our crucial, 
independent and non-partisan 
work as an advocate for smart 
growth. All donations are issued 
a tax receipt. Thanks go to all our 
2008 Friends of BC:

Municipal Friends

City of Fernie
District of Chetwynd
District of Squamish
Peace River Regional District
Resort Municipality of Whistler
Town of Golden

Organizational Friends

D’Ambrosio architecture + urbanism
Dishlevoy and Hagarty Architects
Fraser-Harrison SmartGrowth
Junxion Strategy Inc.
Kalico Developments Ltd.
Pridham Development Inc.

Sustaining Friends  ($1,000 
and above)

Susan Day & Mark Roseland
Jan & Peter Holt		   
Patricia & Rudy North		
Nathan Pachal		
Leonard Schein	  	  
Dianna Waggoner & Michael  
  Alexander
Peter W. Webster	  	  

Best Friends ($500 - $999)

David Askew
Isabel Chen
Andrew Feltham
Gregory McDade
Bob Ransford
Mahmoud Virani
Tim Wake

Close Friends ($250 - $499)

Mark Allison
Heather Aspen
Deborah Curran
Cheeying Ho
Gord Lovegrove
Paula Martin
Darlene Marzari
Lisa McBain
Linda Nowlan
Shane Simpson
Richard Taylor
Virginia Weiler & Paul Courtney

Friends ($50 - $249)

Anonymous
Rob Barrs
Sylvia Blessin
Shirley Bonner
Stina Brown
Hope Burns
Arnie Campbell
Campbell Farm & Plantation
Michelle Chaytors & Charles  
  Creighton
Charlotte Ciok
Patrick Condon
Sean Connelly
Judith Cullington
Judith Katherine Curran
Lucy & Luis Curran
Discovery Economic Consulting
Erin Embley
David Finnis
Lorin Gaertner

Michael Geller
Shannon Gordon
Valerie Hallford
Katherine Hume & Charles Weiler
Nathan Janz
Brenna Johnson
Shana Johnstone
Mary Doody Jones & Gerry Howell  
  Jones
Nathalie Jones
Dann Konkin
Eric Kowalski
Thor Kuhlmann
Maggie & Tom Lancaster
Reena Lazar
Maggie Leithead
Brigitte Loranger Architecture and  
  Planning Ltd.
Bill Maclagan
Hilary Mandel
Ronaye Matthew
Ken Melamed
Alice Miro
Frank Mitchell
Judy Oberlander
Gordon Price
Susan & John Russell
Norm Shearing
Ione Smith
Coro Strandberg
Kristine Tatebe 
Rodney Tatebe
Vince Verlaan

Smart Growth BC, the leading non-
governmental organization working 
towards creating more livable 
communities in British Columbia, is a 
registered charitable organization under 
the Income Tax Act (Canada), Charitable 
Registration 89568-6616-RR0001.
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2008 Financial Statements

Cash
Short-term Investments
Accounts Receivable
Prepaid Expenses

Accounts Payable
Deferred Revenue

Unrestricted
Internally Restricted
Invested in Capital Assets

2008 2007
Assets
Current

87,743 90,340
37,088 26,237
92,331 83,610
5,188 7,362

222,350 207,549

Capital Assets 10,391 12,632

232,741 220,181

Liabilities
Current

16,564 11,567
207,540 133,009

224,104 144,576

              -   25,000

Deferred Capital Contributions 1,611 3,688

Surplus
-3,365 34,285

10,391 12,632

7,026 71,917

232,741 220,181

Statement of Financial Position as of December 31, 2008

2008 2007

Government & Foundation Grants 642,430 433,262
Individual Donations 32,765 7,924
BC Gaming Commission 29,847 12,799
Fee for Service 267,162 335,642
Events 47,412 52,844
Sponsorships 103,000 83,250
Expense Recovery 47,504 28,688
Other 4,501 5,466

1,174,621 959,875

Salaries & Benefits 614,260 353,166
Subcontractors 365,983 370,233
Conference & Events 40,551 47,024
Travel 44,421 28,570
Office & Overhead 90,564 81,203
Professional Fees & Development 22,526 18,440
Communications 61,207 32,609

1,239,512 931,245

-64,891 28,630

Revenue

Expenses

Excess of Revenue Over Expenses
(Expenses Over Revenue)

Statement of Operations for the year ended, December 31, 2008
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(continued from p.1)

Over the coming months, 
Smart Growth BC will develop 
its Invitation, Inspiration, and 
Innovation programs through 
broad consultation with all 
stakeholders, partners, and 
communities.  In the meantime, 
Smart Growth BC has started to 
adapt its organizational structure 
to align with the newly-identified 
program areas.

“Our renewed strategic focus is 
an important new chapter for 
Smart Growth BC as it enters its 
second decade,” explains Bob 
Ransford, Smart Growth BC’s 
President.  “Our focus areas 
of Invitation, Inspiration, and 
Innovation provide a robust 
framework that will ensure our 
relevance and success, and we 
look forward to collaboration 
and partnerships with other 
organizations to ensure that 
more British Columbians enjoy 
the benefits of smart growth 
principles.”

Thank You

Thank you to all of our 
partners, supporters and 
funders for making all of 
our 2008 activities possible. 
Together, we are creating British 
Columbia communities that are 
sustainable today, restorative 
tomorrow, and livable always.  
We look forward to continuing 
to work together as we move 
into our 10th anniversary year 
with our compass set on a new 
strategic direction, and a decade 
of experience in our sails.

Sincerely,

Cam Brewer, Executive Director

message from  
the President

(continued from p.2)

For a millennia and longer, 
people have been gathering 
in urban settlements in search 
of sustenance, security, social 
interaction and the beauty that 
the built form once offered. 
Most of the planning behind 
human settlements responded 
to the personal, self-interested 
decisions around where we 
work, whom we live with, what 
we wish to consume, how we 
play, and the convenience to 
accomplish these personal goals.
 
Ironically, it is this same self-
interested approach to human 
settlement that has created our 
very new and now somewhat 
constrained playing field. This 
approach is contributing to the 
degradation of not only our 
individual lifestyles but, in fact, 
the survival of the planet as a 
sustaining ecosystem.
 
Most British Columbians 
know we are at a watershed 

moment in history—they want 
to be inspired about what is 
possible, they want to be invited 
into a conversation, and they 
want innovative solutions to 
sustainability challenges—and 
they are turning to Smart 
Growth BC.

I am pleased to assure you that 
Smart Growth BC will be there—
ready and willing—to join forces 
at this critical moment in history.
 
Many thanks to our friends 
and partners. Together, we are 
capitalizing on the challenges 
and opportunities brought by 
these times of dramatic change. 
We are making the best ideas 
come to life, and creating more 
livable neighbourhoods for all 
British Columbians.
 
Sincerely,

 
Bob Ransford, President

314-402 West Pender Street
Vancouver, BC  V6B 1T6
T   604.915.5234
F   604.915.5236
W www.smartgrowth.bc.ca 
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