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Mayor Dan Rogers has pledged to make 
noticeable improvements to the downtown core 
by the end of the current council’s three-year 
mandate. 

Rogers was speaking at a luncheon hosted by 
Downtown Prince George last month when he 
made the pledge to show year-over-year 
improvements to the area. 

“Downtown and downtown revitalization is a 
priority for the new city council and myself,” 
Rogers said. “We will look back a year from now 
and talk about the improvements made.” 

The poor condition of the downtown is limiting the 
city’s economic potential, he said. The decrepit 
state of the downtown core deters potential 
investors. 

“Everyone in Prince George has a stake in 
downtown,” Roger said. “This is, in my mind, a 
crucial time in Prince George.” 

The current and previous city council’s have 
created tax incentives for building owners, 
reduced development cost charges in the 
downtown area, and sought funding to make 
improvements to Fourth Avenue, Rogers said. 

“We’re also looking at a district energy system. 
I’m optimistic you’ll be hearing more about that in 
the weeks to come,” Rogers said. “We’ve made 
downtown a priority for snow clearing and street 
sweeping.” 

The mayor’s downtown task force will likely 
present its report to city council this summer with 
a list of recommendations for further action, he 
said. In addition, the Smart Growth on the Ground 
planning charette is scheduled for next week. 

“We’re putting grease to the wheel, not reinventing the wheel. We’re planning our recommendations to 
coordinate with Smart Growth on the Ground,” he said. “We have an infrastructure working group looking 
at improvements to lighting and streetscapes.” 

A social working group is focusing on the social service providers in downtown and housing issue. A 
cultural working group is focusing on attracting cultural venues downtown. 

The plan will set out timelines and identify who is responsible to meet them, Rogers added. 

However, any improvements to downtown will require the partnership and buy in of downtown business 
owners and stakeholders. 

“The knowledge and ability to go forward will depend on the people in this room,” he said. “We want to 
hear from the community. Clearly we will not deal with any of our issues without partnership.” 

Prince George RCMP Supt. Brenda Butterworth-Carr said the RCMP have dedicated two officers per shift 
to patrol the downtown since late April. The officers patrol in teams on foot or bike, she said. 

“This is based on a successful Vancouver City Police plan,” Butterworth-Carr said. 

The officers will meet with business owners and gather information about criminal activity in the downtown 
area, she said, as well as be a visible presence. 

In addition, the detachment will look at developing a local Web site to provide information about police 
initiatives and receive information, she said. 
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COMMENTS 

I ve heard loud and clear the concerns of the business community. The biggest challenge now is to have 
an intelligence-lead approach.” 

COMMENTING ETIQUETTE: To encourage open exchange of ideas in the BCLocalNews.com community, 
we ask that you follow our guidelines and respect standards. Simply, don't say anything you wouldn't want 
your mother to read. More on etiquette...  
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NEW!! Skeena River levels will peak by Sunday 
Terrace Standard • Jun-04-2009  
Another Kitimat fire claims homes Kitimat 
Northern Sentinel • Jun-04-2009  
NEW!! - Flood watch heightens Terrace 
Standard • Jun-01-2009  
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Terrace Standard • May-25-2009  
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Terrace Standard • Jun-06-2009  
JUNE 5 - Localized flooding forecast Terrace 
Standard • Jun-05-2009  
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Terrace Standard • Jun-05-2009  
JUNE 7 - Skeena flood watch maintained 
Terrace Standard • Jun-07-2009  
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NEW!! Hockeyville national anthem 
semifinalists announced Terrace Standard • 
Jun-01-2009  
Robbery suspect held Smithers Interior News • 
May-28-2009  

Most read across BC 

Loving son, loyal friend: Young man dies after 
fight in Cloverdale parking lot  Surrey North 
Delta Leader • Jun-02-2009  
UPDATE: Evacuated Johnston Heights 
Secondary students allowed to return after 
bomb scare  Surrey North Delta Leader • 
Jun-05-2009  
Teen mourned by loved ones Vernon Morning 
Star • May-26-2009  
Drive-by shooting in Abby  Abbotsford 
News • Jun-04-2009  
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Capital News • May-28-2009  
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Ladysmith Chronicle • Jun-02-2009  
Alcohol ‘possible’ factor in Hwy 1 crash, police 
say  Chilliwack Progress • May-29-2009  
NEW!! Skeena River levels will peak by Sunday
Terrace Standard • Jun-04-2009  
Car crashes into Abbotsford Dairy Queen  
Abbotsford News • Jun-06-2009  
Another Kitimat fire claims homes Kitimat 
Northern Sentinel • Jun-04-2009  
Teens grieve fallen friend  Surrey North Delta 
Leader • Jun-02-2009  
UPDATE: Tolko fire cause unknown  
Williams Lake Tribune • Jun-04-2009  
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