Mayor’s Environmental Award

On June 10, 2003 Smart Growth BC received the Mayor’s
Environmental Achievement Award from Mayor Larry
Campbell at a Vancouver City Council meeting. The award
recognizes significant contributions to the environment by
businesses, non-profit organizations and others.

Sprawl and Smart Growth in Greater Vancouver

In September 2002 Smart Growth BC co-wrote and released,
with Northwest Environment Watch, Spraw/ and Smart

Growth in Greater Vancouver. This report compared growth
in Greater Vancouver and Greater Seattle in terms of density
and amount of impervious surfaces. Animated maps created

Okanagan conferences
bring growth discussion to valley

The discussions addressed the

‘Okanagan Challenge” with five key

issues being identified:

® Accommodating a doubling of
the region’s population over the
next 25 years.

A wide range of Okanagan interests
gathered for two conferences in
Vernon and Penticton to discuss the
future of the valley. Smart Growth
in the Okanagan: A Valley-Wide
Dialogue for Action saw almost four

hundred people come together in ® Building unique communities to
March 2003 to discuss regional tap into BC's $10 billion tourism
growth, balancing agriculture and industry.

from satellite images showed development patterns that
have occurred in the past 15 years. The report clearly
demonstrated the significant beneficial impact of our
Agricultural Land Reserve in containing our urban areas, and
our success in building compact neighbourhoods as

compared to Seattle. Media coverage included major
newspaper articles and radio interviews, reaching a
total audience of more than 1.3 million.

Smart Growth Canada Network

~ Smart Growth BC is the only province-wide
smart growth orgar{ization in Canada. This has
resulted in us fieldiné many requests for
advice, resources, and assistance from

organizations across Canada. As growth

pressures mount across the country, with seemingly little
capacity and few resources to tackle these issues from a civil
society perspective, we believed it was important to
facilitate a broader smart growth movement across Canada.
Therefore we hosted a landmark meeting of
representatives of NGOs from across the country who are
working on smart growth issues. We invited them to share
strategies, information and issues with the hope of
establishing a foundation for a network of smart growth
organizations in Canada. 35 NGOs came to Vancouver in
May 2003 in a first ever gathering of smart growth
organizations. The meeting was scheduled to overlap with
the GMLA (Growth Management Leadership Alliance), in
order for smart growth advocates to meet and network
with their colleagues from across the border. This allowed
our Canadian counterparts to learn from some of the
inspirational and successful smart growth leaders and
efforts in the US. Our meeting helped kick-start the
creation of the Ontario Smart Growth Network. A second
Canadian meeting is planned for 2004.

Looking ahead to 2004

Smart Growth BC continues to increase our impact across BC
with more effective smart growth planning. Our first Smart
Growth on the Ground project in Maple Ridge is well
underway, with a four day design charrette planned for May
2004. Our second report on sprawl entitled: the BC Sprawl/
Report 2004: Economic Vitality and Livability will be released
in June 2004. This report expands on the 2001 edition by
including measures of economic health, especially in the
areas of the new economy and attracting talent.
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a very successful workshop which
looked at a range of the key legal,
financial, design and community
acceptance issues that face
communities contemplating suite
legalization. This year also saw the
launch of one of Smart Growth BC's
most ambitious projects ever, Smart
Growth on the Ground, in Maple
Ridge. Working in partnership with
UBC and the Real Estate Institute of BC
we are planning to complete major,
hands on, planning efforts that will
enhance sustainability in Maple Ridge,
Squamish and Oliver over the next
three years. We have commenced this
work in Maple Ridge with a great

community response and look forward
to moving to the other communities in
the future.

Smart Growth BC looks forward

to continued efforts to make

British Columbia more sustainable.
Next year we will focus on Economic
Development and sustainability

and are also exploring linkages
between health and smart growth.

Our efforts rely heavily on the

support of individuals, foundations
and organizations. | want to thank
all of those who have made generous
financial contributions to the work of

urban development, responsible
approaches to infrastructure and
water conservation strategies.

Smart Growth BC partnered with
local mayors and governments, the
Social Planning Council for the
North Okanagan, Canada Mortgage
and Housing Corporation and
Agrifood Canada to host the
conferences. Participants included
elected officials, municipal staff,
developers, realtors, farmers,
vintners and community leaders.

® Finding better ways to protect
and maintain the agriculture
industry and the wealth it brings
to the Valley ($262 million in
2001).

® Determining the long-term
maintenance costs of the region’s
infrastructure when deliberating
future land use decisions.

® Better management of the
Valley’'s fresh water supply.

Smart Growth BC is working with
local governments and other
interests in the Okanagan in hopes
of turning these conference
discussions into action plans over
the coming years.

Concerns Increasing

about Potential Loss of Al

in BC Communities

2003 marked the beginning of a
disturbing trend in efforts to exclude
land from the Agricultural Land
Reserve, as we saw local govern-
ments leading the way on
applications in key areas of the
province. These are driven by urban
growth pressure for more residential,
commercial and industrial lands to
be made available and ALR land is
seen as a convenient source for that
land. The most significant of these
applications came from Abbotsford
who looked to take 1100 acres of
prime farmland out of the ALR.
Smart Growth BC is actively
opposing the Abbotsford

Smart Growth BC and would invite
any of you who are interested in
supporting our work to contact the
office and speak to our staff.

Sincerely,

Deborah Curran
President
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Deborah Curran
President, Smart Growth BC

application and will be working to
limit other attempts to remove
significant land from the ALR in BC.
Farmland plays a critical role as part
of the agricultural economy and for
food security. We know that
agriculture generates over $2.4
billion in economic activity and
215,000 direct and indirect jobs in
BC as well as supplying 50% of our
food requirements. However, the
ALR also is arguably the most
important smart growth policy ever
adopted by the provincial
government. It has provided a de
facto urban containment boundary
that has proven successful for








