
Escalating housing prices,
traffic congestion and
pollution, loss of
agricultural land, the paving
over of streams and
habitat, and the
development of impersonal,
car-dependent communities
all decrease the livability of
many regions.

In British Columbia, citizens
are increasingly calling for
land use strategies that
preserve the quality of life in the
province. The number of community
organizations, ratepayers
associations, land trusts, habitat
protection groups and affordable

housing advocates has blossomed
over the last decade. These groups
often work in isolation, with little
coordination or opportunity to share

information or experiences.
When provided the
awareness and the

opportunity of working in
coalition with other
organizations addressing

smart growth issues, they
have greater legitimacy, a
more informed and
cohesive approach, and a

higher level of impact
on land use practices.

Because of these needs, generated
by exploding urban growth
pressures and increasing citizen
demand for involvement, the

opportunity to
create a smart
growth
organization
was ideal. 

To this end, the
Eco-Research
Chair of
Environmental
Law and Policy
at the University
of Victoria and
West Coast
Environmental
Law established

Smart Growth BC in the summer
of 1999 as a joint project, and
incorporated it as an independent
non-profit society in December 1999.

Goals 2001/2002

• Hire a Communications
Director; develop and
implement an extensive
communications and media
strategy

• Redesign the SGBC
website; create a
comprehensive source for
smart growth information
in BC

• Develop, market and
deliver “smart growth for
small communities”
workshops 

• Promote smart growth case
studies and best practices

• Develop and distribute BC
smart growth e-newsletter

• Develop key professional
partnerships for advancing
smart growth

• Work with two to three
communities on a key
smart growth issue or
project

• Work with South
Okanagan municipalities on
a regional, long-term
strategy

• Develop a 2002 municipal
election voter education
campaign

• Research, analyze and
address issues around the
impacts of the upcoming
Community Charter on
smart growth issues

Northwest Smart Growth
Retreat  SGBC hosted the third
Northwest Smart Growth Retreat
for 25 smart growth organizations
in BC, Alaska, Washington, Oregon,
Montana and Idaho. This 2.5-day
retreat aimed to share ideas on
fundraising, organizational
development and campaign
strategies. An evening public
“smart growth salon” featured
Patrick Condon, the UBC James
Taylor Chair in Landscape and
Livable Environments, who spoke
on the smart growth context in the
Canadian versus U.S. environment. 

Leadership and Innovation for
Urban Sustainability conference
SGBC was a major partner in a 
BC-Washington state collaboration
on urban sustainability. More than 
250 people attended this 1.5-day
conference featuring keynote
speakers, panels and small
workshop discussions. SGBC staff
produced the summary report,
which is available on our website. 

Presentations  The SGBC team
has made presentations to local
government, professionals and the
general public, including: Union of
BC Municipalities, Local Govern-
ment Management Association,
Howe Sound Community Forum, 
Tofino Community Forum, Simon
Fraser University fourth year
geography class, BC Environmental
Network Annual General Meeting,
SGBC Creating More Livable
Communities conference, University
of Victoria campus planning forum
on the Smart Growth University.

Publications  Building awareness
of smart growth principles and
values is a key priority. Through
research and publication, SGBC is
developing a body of
information on BC
specific smart
growth strategies,
best management practices
and financial implications of land
development.

Smart Growth Toolkit The Smart
Growth Toolkit is designed to assist
people to understand smart
growth issues and develop
homegrown approaches to
local issues. It provides
information about smart growth
principles, strategies, and tools. It
also showcases a number of studies

about
innovative
develop-
ments and
citizen
initiatives,
and provides
a framework
for increasing
the
effectiveness
of citizen
participation

in local community planning
processes. More than 500 copies of
the Toolkit were distributed in the
past year. 

The BC Sprawl Report 2001 In a
groundbreaking report, the SGBC
team examined and evaluated
growth patterns in different regions
of the province to provide a
snapshot of the current land use
situation. Twenty-six municipalities
were examined in the Regional
District of Nanaimo, the Greater
Vancouver Regional District, and
the Regional District of the Central
Okanagan. The BC Sprawl Report
2001, makes a series of detailed
recommendations to encourage
municipalities in their efforts to
create more livable communities.

The BC Sprawl Report 2001
(either the full report or the
executive summary) was mailed to
every municipality and regional
district in BC, as well as to key
individuals in the field. The report is
available on the SGBC website.
Upon release of the report, the
Vancouver Sun issued a two-page
story dealing with the report,
sprawl, and the launch of SGBC.

Smart Growth Guide to Local
Government Law and Advocacy
Copublished with SGBC, this guide
was written and produced by West
Coast Environmental Law
Association. It is a citizen’s guide to
the Local Government Act and
provides information on legal
aspects of smart growth. 

Articles SGBC published articles in
the following publications and
newsletters: Planning Institute of
BC News, The Polis Institute
newsletter, ICBC’s Recovery
magazine, BC Environmental
Network newsletter.

M E S S A G E F R O M T H E P R E S I D E N T

It is my pleasure to introduce the 
first annual report of Smart Growth
BC. This report describes the unique
and instrumental work carried out in
the past year by SGBC, and the
achievements we have realized. 

The overwhelmingly positive response
to the founding of SGBC is striking for
two reasons. First, it demonstrates the
wide range of organizations and
individuals who are working on
building better communities using
smart growth solutions. Second, it
underscores the importance of SGBC’s
work and our role as facilitators of
local solutions to community
development issues.

The creation of SGBC is both timely
and important as aspects of the natural
and built environment we take for
granted in British Columbia are
increasingly threatened by urban
sprawl. In response, many local
governments, community groups and
professionals have realized that
creating livable communities requires

Kelowna is a
community, like 
many others in BC,
that is growing
quickly and putting
pressure on
agricultural land and
the natural habitat.
Addressing issues 
like sprawl is an
important role that
SGBC plays. 

Smart growth is really
good stewardship and a
gift to future
generations of people
who will live in the
communities we create
today.  Let’s do it wisely.
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Smart Growth BC 
is dedicated to

growth management
and regional land

use planning issues. 
Our mission is to

create more livable
communities.

We promote:
• compact human settlements

that avoid unplanned
growth.

• development patterns that
encourage the use of
sustainable transportation.

• ecological integrity in urban
and suburban areas.

• the integrity of a secure and
productive agricultural land
base.

• adequate, affordable housing.

• preservation, creation and
linkage of urban and rural
open space including parks
and recreation areas.

• alternative development
standards.

• an early and ongoing role 
for community in engaging
in planning, design and
development processes.

Creating livable communities
requires an integrated approach to
development and a long-term vision.

“
”
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Another community project 
donated by The Insight Group
www.insightgrp.com

Funders and Donors

Smart Growth BC board and staff
greatly appreciate the support of
the following foundations and
agencies: Bullitt Foundation,
Endswell Foundation, Georgia Basin
Ecosystem Initiative, BC Ministry of
Community Development,
Cooperatives and Volunteers, BC
Ministry of Municipal Affairs, Tides
Foundation, VanCity, Vancouver
Foundation, William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation

Donations

Smart Growth BC relies on
donations from individuals to
support our unique role in creating
more livable communities in the
province. These donations help
Smart Growth BC to carry out our
crucial, independent and non-
partisan work as an advocate for
smart growth. All donors are issued
a tax-receipt.  Call Cheeying Ho
(604-915-5234) for more
information.

Thanks goes to all 
founding donors:

Reaching out

WWW.SMARTGROWTH.BC.CA

Across Canada, 
sprawl is threatening the   
livability of our communities.

Creating more livable communities
201, 402 West Pender Street, Vancouver, B.C.  V6B 1T6

P 604.915.5234  F 604.915.5236  W www.smartgrowth.bc.ca

Workshops, with participants from across
BC, generated engaging ideas for local 
and regional smart growth solutions.  



Smart Growth BC 
Annual Report 2000 – 2001 

This annual report covers Smart
Growth BC’s first fiscal year,
August 1 2000 – July 31 2001.
Perhaps more importantly, it
identifies the ongoing work for
the organization and the many
others who share our issues. 

At A Glance
SGBC officially opened our
offices in September 2000 in
Vancouver. Our first year of
operations was exciting and
successful.  After opening 
our first office we hired a
Community Relations
Coordinator to work with 
our Executive Director in
developing and launching the
Community Assistance Program.  

We organized and hosted a
province-wide conference,
Creating More Livable
Communities, in June 2001, 
in Vancouver and Victoria. 
Over 500 people attended the
public forums and workshops in
the two cities.

SGBC also released the first of
its kind BC Sprawl Report 2001,
which examined and measured
indicators of sprawl in 
26 municipalities in three
regional districts in BC. 
We distributed this report to
every municipality and regional
district in the province.

We produced the Smart Growth
Toolkit distributing 500 copies
province wide.  The Toolkit
outlines a number of smart
growth tools and strategies that
communities can use to ensure
that growth and development 
are more sustainable. 

Other highlights:

• SGBC staff organized and
hosted the Northwest Smart
Growth Retreat for 25 smart
growth organizations from
British Columbia and five
U.S. states in the Pacific
Northwest to discuss smart
growth issues and strategies,
as well as organizational
development strategies. 

• In partnership with the
(former) BC Ministry of
Municipal Affairs, SGBC 
co-hosted the Leadership
and Innovation in
Urban
Sustainability
conference in
March 2001.

• SGBC staff gave
a number of
presentations 
to local govern-
ment
organiza-
tions and
events, including: Union of BC
Municipalities, the Local
Government Management
Association, Howe Sound
Community Forum, Tofino
Community Forum.

• SGBC staff published articles
for: Planning Institute of 
BC News, the Polis Institute
newsletter, ICBC’s Recovery
magazine, and BC
Environmental Network
newsletter.

• Our BC Sprawl Report 2001
and the launch of SGBC
received media coverage in a
two-page article in the
Vancouver Sun, May 2001.

• We created a province wide
email listserve, Livable
Communities, involving 
600 participants.

• SGBC has established a
number of key partnerships
with municipalities, profes-
sional groups and community
associations, and is being
recognized as an important
non-governmental voice on
smart growth issues.

Introducing Smart Growth BC and
the vision and principles of smart
growth to activists and government
officials in our province was a critical
first step for the organization. To
that end, we held the first smart
growth conference, Creating More
Livable Communities, June 6 and 7
in Vancouver and June 8 and 9 in
Victoria. The conference provided a
forum for community groups, local
government and professionals to
gather information and knowledge
on smart growth principles and
strategies. Equally important it
created an opportunity for
networking and sharing of ideas.
The conference consisted of an
evening public forum followed by 
a full day session, including plenary
discussions and workshops. All
conference registrants received
copies of the Smart Growth Toolkit
and the BC Sprawl Report 2001, and
were subscribed to the new Livable
Communities listserve.

Goals  The conference addressed
the following goals:
• To increase understanding of smart

growth issues and their benefits,
including the following principles:
- an ecosystem or watershed-

based management approach
- urban growth boundaries
- densification and infill
- demand management

(transportation, infrastructure
provision)

- housing diversity and access
- community involvement

• To provide opportunities for
networking between different
neighbourhood and community
organizations.

• To initiate/encourage dialogue
between community groups,
NGOs and government bodies.

• To raise awareness and support of
SGBC and its work.

Attendance More than 600
people participated in the two
events in Vancouver and Victoria.
They came from the Lower
Mainland, the Okanagan, southern
Vancouver Island, and the
Kootenays, and included
participation from diverse sectors
including citizen groups, local
government and professionals.

Vancouver    Victoria

Forum 250 100

Conference 160 100

Feedback Response from the
conference participants was
overwhelmingly positive. Over 40%
of participants submitted evaluations 

with a 94% satisfaction rate
that the conference had met
their expectations. Almost 80%
of the respondents rated the
event as useful to their future
work.  The conference results
are also helping to define Smart
Growth BC’s work for the
coming year with a focus on
best practices for smaller
communities.  

Overall the conference exceeded
our expectations. Attendance
was more than 10% above
projections. All the goals for the
event were addressed including
increasing the general
understanding of smart growth
and its benefits. And, most
importantly, the participants
valued what they learned at the
conference. 

A key to the mandate of Smart
Growth BC is our ability to engage
communities in their own areas
and to provide support to them
when they are dealing with smart
growth issues. The Community
Assistance Program (CAP) is our
vehicle for achieving this.  

CAP provides assistance to active
community groups so that they
can effectively engage in land use
and development processes.  
CAP staff provides advice, written
resources, and topic-based or
process-specific workshops.  

The Smart Growth Toolkit was
developed to provide community
groups and others with a
comprehensive resource on smart
growth issues and strategies in
B.C. Staff also disseminate
information by phone and e-mail,
and provide direct assistance on
smart growth practices, policies,
tools, standards, and examples.
CAP is designed around specific
programs that engage community
groups, such as voter education
and promoting regional growth
strategies. 

Thirteen community groups contacted
SGBC for assistance.  The range of
services offered through CAP
included:
Maple Ridge SGBC facilitated a
Silver Valley Neighbourhood
Association meeting to help them
prepare a strategy to encourage their
City Council to approve a
development plan that incorporated
many smart growth components, but
where SVNA expected resistance from
developers. 
West Vancouver SGBC was asked
by citizens to assist with and support
a development proposal to convert an
existing single family neighbourhood
to higher density seniors housing.
Currently SGBC is conducting
background research to determine
what level of public interest exists in
the community (planners, residents,
developer, media).
Gibsons The Bay Area Residents’
Association contacted SGBC regarding
sustainable design alternatives to
proposed improvements to a semi-
rural street. SGBC staff assisted BARA
representatives to prepare for local
media interviews on the issues. 
Capital Regional District A City of
Victoria councilor invited SGBC to
support the CRD Regional Growth
Strategy that had been receiving
opposition leading to delays in its
approval. In response, SGBC wrote a

letter in support of the plan urging
the regional district to adopt it.
Federation of North Vancouver
Community Associations SGBC
gave a presentation to a meeting of
the Federation of North Vancouver
Community Associations and provided
the Smart Growth Primer to each
member organization.
Chilliwack   The Promontory Rate
Payers Association has been involved
in opposing a proposed subdivision
that would encroach on environmen-
tally sensitive areas. SGBC provided
advice and assistance in their efforts. 
White Rock SGBC Staff consulted
with representatives of a local
community group regarding concerns
about a strategic plan for a
downtown redevelopment and
helped develop a response to address
these concerns.
Sooke Staff consulted with
community representatives regarding
concerns about a municipal plan for a
major development that would
require exclusion of land from the
ALR.  SGBC staff provided strategies
for addressing these concerns.
Burnaby Staff provided information
and referrals to citizens concerning
the impacts of a big box retail
development plan.

Board of Directors 2000/2001

Deborah Curran [CHAIR] | LL.M. Candidate

David Kuefler | Principal, The Insight Group

Donald Lidstone | Partner, Lidstone, Young 
Anderson

Ken Melamed | Councillor, Resort Municipality 

of Whistler

Michael M’Gonigle | Eco-Research Chair of 
Environmental Law and Policy, 

University of Victoria

Lisa Muri | Councillor, District of 
North Vancouver

Linda Nowlan | Executive Director, 

West Coast Environmental Law

Dave Witty | Partner, Urban Systems

Staff 2000/2001

Cheeying Ho | 
Executive Director

Bernard LaRochelle | 
Community Relations 
Coordinator

Joy Schellenberg | 
Events Coordinator

an integrated approach to
development and a long-term vision. 

SGBC plays a unique role in advancing
a smart growth vision by assisting
supporters to introduce effective
strategies to address issues in their
own communities. 

We are working with diverse interests
in communities across BC, providing
information, resources and assistance
to promote compact communities,
sustainable transportation options, 

affordable housing, green space and
agricultural land, and a more efficient
use of infrastructure all within a
framework of meaningful community
involvement. 

At the same time, we have created
partnerships and networks and have
begun to generate a province wide
discussion and wide spread interest in
smart growth issues. 

The foundation SGBC has established is
a result of the effort of many committed
citizens across BC who are working to

create better communities for
themselves, their families and
neighbours. SGBC is honoured to 
be able to play a role in helping to
realize these objectives. 

We would particularly like to thank our
founding donors, the special group of
citizens and professionals who take
their value of livable communities one
step further.

Deborah Curran
President, Smart Growth BC
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Cooperation: a first step  

Community: working

[Above] Participants at SGBC’s conference
heard a wide range of innovative ideas
about smart growth.  [Right] Traffic
gridlock is a major factor to overcome in
order to build cities that are more about
people than automobiles.
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

Assets Cash $91,889
Prepaid expenses          974
Capital assets 10,188
Total $103,050

Liabilities Accounts Payable   $18,223
Deferred Revenue 24,964
Net Assets 59,863
Total $103,050

STATEMENT OF CHANGE IN ASSETS

Balance at Year End
Capital Assets $10,188
Internally Restricted 20,000
Unrestricted 29,675
Total $59,863

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS

Revenue
Foundation Contributions $193,533
Government Contributions 62,571
Corporate & Individual 

Contributions 15,541
Events Revenue 41,519
Other Income 8,809
Total $321,972

Expenses
Wages & Benefits $84,373
Contractors 50,303
Conferences 37,586
Board/Staff Travel & Expenses 12,678
Communications & 
Publications 35,002
Office & Operations 34,213
Professional Fees 6,499
Miscellaneous 1,456
Total $262,109

REVENUE OVER EXPENSES

$59,863

Financial Statements 2000/2001  at-a-glance
Complete financial statements 
including notes are available from 
Smart Growth BC.*

Prepared by: mahmoud virani inc  |  chartered accountant


